
 

Dates to Remember 

18 November 

Year 10 Speech Finals 

 

20 November 

Year 9 Debating Final 

 

23-27 November 

Year 9 science trips to 

Ahuriri  

 

December 3 

Senior Prize  Giving 

 

December 7 

Junior Tabloid Day 

 

December 8 

Junior Prize Giving 

Last day of school 
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N e w s l e t t e r 

Knowledge is Strength     He mana tō te mātauranga  

Cnr Grove & Windsor Avenue, 

PO Box 346, 

Hastings 4156, 

Hawke’s Bay, 

New Zealand 

 

Telephone:  +64 6 878 7139 

Facsimile:  +64 6 878 7937 

Email: admin@karamu.school.nz 
  

www.karamu.school.nz 

Farewell to the Class of 2015 Uniform Shop Hours 

Wednesdays 

 1.15 –1.45 p.m. 

and 3.00 to 4.00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 13 students performing their haka for the rest of the school 

Head Boy, Reuben Hinton 

Head Girl, Yahaira Williams 

As each year begins with a powhiri to welcome new students, each year 

ends with the poroporoaki, which was held on 4 November.  The whole 

school assembled to farewell those students not returning to Karamu.  

Mr O’Grady spoke briefly, complimenting them on their achievements 

and reminding them to work hard, stay humble and to never 

underestimate the power in being a good citizen. He then presented the 

House Shield to the winning House Leaders. This year, the shield was 

narrowly won  by Te Mata. 
 

Head Students Reuben Hinton and Yahaira Williams spoke on behalf of 

the students about their time at Karamu. Each of them spoke of the 

strong and positive relationships within the school community and of 

the many friendships formed here. 
 

The leavers performed a stirring, and well rehearsed, haka for the school 

which was ably lead by Liam Kare Kare. The student body replied to 

them with their own haka, after which the leavers left the hall to the 

applause of the rest of the students. It was an emotional, and for some a 

teary, end to their time at Karamu. 
 

The Year 13s finished the year with a leavers’ lunch the next day at Thai 

Silk. 
 

Reuben and Yahaira were honoured to receive Hastings Heretaunga 

Lions Young Achievers Awards earlier in the month.   A video of the haka 

is available on Karamu High School’s Facebook page. 
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Deputy Principal - Junior School 

K A R A M U  H I G H  S C H O O L  

“Talent wins games, but 
teamwork and intelligence 
win championships.” 
 

Michael Jordan 
NBA  Legend 

“No  individual can win a 
game by himself.” 
 

Pele 
 Football Legend 

Congratulations to our Junior school on the completion of their Junior examinations. For many of our 

Year 9s this will be their first formal assessment. The purpose of these assessments is to gauge their 

academic progress as well as aiding them to prepare for the rigors of NCEA. Shortly you will receive 

these results with their reports. Please take the time to sit down with your sons or daughters to 

discuss these. Reflect on the positive aspects but also challenge them to identify where they could 

work to improve in 2016. 

 

With Junior assessments completed and reports being written, we now embark on Karamu Junior 

High. Our aim is to provide a meaningful programme through until the end of the year. Teaching and 

learning continue all the way until the 8 December. We expect that students will continue to be 

punctual to class and that the usual high standards of behaviour will be maintained. Your continued 

support in making sure that your son or daughter is on the school grounds, ready to begin classes by 

8:30am every day, is much appreciated by us. 

 

We are very pleased that most of our students are wearing correct uniform and wearing it with pride.  

Please remember that the correct summer shoes are black roman sandals and to name the uniform. 

 

There are only three weeks of school left but there is still much teaching and learning to take place. 

 

Michael Leitch 

Deputy Principal  

F r o m  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  

Recently, you should have received an email or letter from our board chair, Mr Dave de Lange.  In this, 

he informed you that at the end of this year my wife, Sarah, and I will be moving to Feilding where I 

will take up the position of principal of Feilding High School in response to the retirement of their long 

serving principal, Mr Roger Menzies.  We have loved everything about Karamu High School, but after 

seven years we felt that it was  time for a change and new challenges.           

 

It was always going to take a very special school to take me away from Karamu. Feilding High School is 

such a school, but we will never forget the wonderful Karamu High School community. I would like to 

endorse Mr de Lange’s comments in regard to the school being in a very good position for the 

future.  The recent ERO visit has endorsed this and your very experienced Board of Trustees will 

appoint an outstanding leader to take Karamu forward.  In the meantime, the dedicated and very 

capable staff will ensure it is business as usual for term one of 2016. 

I would like to thank the many people who have sent messages over the last week, it is indeed a very 

humbling experience to receive so much support and so many best wishes. 

There have been many highlights over the past few weeks. We were particularly impressed with the 

way in which our students interacted with the ERO reviewers. Their team members commented on 

the willingness and pride with which our students told them about their experiences around learning 

at Karamu.  This, combined with a record haul of tertiary scholarships for our Year 13s, has given us a 

lot of confidence heading into the final NCEA examinations. 

Last week we had a poroporoaki for our Year 13s. It was a very moving ceremony in front of the rest 

of the school and one that few will forget.  Their passion and commitment to Karamu has been 

inspiring and they have certainly laid down the challenge for future year groups. 

Regards 
Martin O’Grady  

Proudly Your Principal 



Ngati Kahungunu Sports Awards 

 

The Art Is Evening 

The Karamu Cross Country Championship 

K A R A M U  H I G H  S C H O O L  

Leave a message on the  absence line, 870 6143, if your son or daughter is away from school. 

 The Karamu High School Ki o Rahi team was the winner of the Junior 

Sports Team of the Year Award at the Ngati Kahungunu Sports Awards, 

held last month. 

The team attended the dinner ceremony and were happy to meet with 

the guest speaker of the evening, Melbourne Storm player Tohu Harris. 

The team, as pictured here from left to right, is:  

Hagar Keepa (Year 9), Joshua Matthews (Year 10), Yvaan Hapuku-Lambert 

(Year 12), Awhina Wainohu (Year 13), Liam Kare Kare (Year 13),  Jacob 

Kershaw-Horua (Year 10) and Saelem Watson (Year 11). 

The Arts faculty put on an evening to showcase 

the work of students from all departments late 

last month.  There was an exhibition of work 

from students of media, photography and the 

visual arts at the back of the June Clark Centre.  

At 6:30pm, there was a combined performance 

from students of the performing arts. The 

items included singing, dancing, musical 

groups, drama excerpts  and Maori performing 

arts. All the items were unified around the 

theme of the sacrifices of war. 

The evening was a great success in being both 

well-attended and in providing a polished and 

enjoyable evening’s entertainment. 

Atrocious weather caused the postponement of the school Cross Country, which is 

traditionally a whole-school House event. A pared-down cross country championship 

was held on the 22 October at Windsor Park instead, with only serious runners 

competing. 

The final results were: 

Senior Boys: Isaac Cox (1), Liam Frost (2), Nathan Bryers (3) 

Junior Boys: Sam Walton-Sexton (1), Zane Beckham (2), Zac Burlace (3) 

Senior Girls: Tahlia Hopkins (1), Georgia Hopkins (2), Jasmin Rorrison (3) 

Junior Girls: Ruby Brett (1), Katie Scales (2), Lucy McKay (3) 

This is Isaac’s third year as Boys’ Champion and Ruby’s time of 9.11 would also have won 

her the Senior Girls’ title.  

At the Art Is evening 

Isaac Cox 

The Ki o Rahi Team at the awards ceremony 



Karamu Junior High Leaders 
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Engineering Prize Presentation 

For more information about Karamu, visit www.karamu.school.nz or visit our FaceBook page. 

 

Angus Fulford, Mr Aaron Harry, Mr Arthur Budvietas, Mr Dale Prebble 

Angus Fulford, Year 13, was awarded a merit certificate and 

cheque by Mr Arthur Budvietas, from the Institute of 

Professional Engineers of New Zealand, for his wind turbine 

project at assembly recently. The wind turbine was part of 

Angus's Scholarship work and was also entered into a 

competition run by IPENZ.  

During the project, he was mentored by local professional 

engineers including Mr Aaron Harry, a mechanical design 

engineer from RCR Energy Systems in Napier, and Karamu Old 

Boy Mr Nathan Marks. Mr Harry was also at the presentation 

assembly.  

Mr Dale Prebble, HOF Technology, and Mr Harry also received 

awards for their part in the project.  

Back row: Nick Palmer, Romayne Araia, Christian Walker, Ethan Hope, Joshua Matthews 

Middle row: Jorge Fothergill, Emily Coppell, Jayden Taylor, Keagan Klempel, Ashleigh Thorpe -Loversuch, Amy Saunders 

Front row: Abigail Masengi, Melinda Pope, Ryley Clark         Absent: Edith Nee-Harland, Tia Lewis         

Each year, once the senior school is on exam leave, Karamu High School is transformed into Karamu Junior High. The focus of 

the school is on junior students, leading to a reorganization of the timetable to best suit the needs of students and to 

maintain high levels of learning until the end of the year. During this time, there are also out-of-class learning activities like 

the Big Day In and science field trips. There are also some house events such as the debating and speech competitions during 

this time. 

To help lead the junior school through the next few weeks, new Junior House Leaders have been appointed. Congratulations 
to these new house leaders: 
Tuki Tuki — Nick Palmer, Romayne Araia, Ryley Clark, Ashleigh Thorpe-Loversuch 
Te Mata — Tia Lewis, Amy Saunders, Christian Walker, Keagan Klempel  
Heretaunga — Emily Coppell, Abigail Masengi, Joshua Matthews, Jorge Fothergill 
Kaweka — Edith Nee-Harland, Melinda Pope, Ethan Hope, Jayden Taylor 


