
 

Dates to Remember 

 

31 August– 4 September 

Tournament Week 

 

11 September 

School Blossom Day 

 

16, 17  & 19 September 

Year 8 Course confirmation 

and uniform fitting  

 

17-20 September 

Performing Arts Tour  

 

25 September 

Last Day of Term 
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Telephone:  +64 6 878 7139 

Facsimile:  +64 6 878 7937 
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At the Farmers’ Market Uniform Shop Hours 

Wednesdays 

 1.15 –1.45 p.m. 

and 3.00 to 4.00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students from Year 12 and 13 Business Studies put together nineteen teams to enter into the Young Enterprise 

Challenge. Each of the groups developed a product and marketed it to the community. The first step was  to make 

a presentation to a Dragon’s Den, in the hope of winning some money towards marketing their product. The 

regional presentations took place over two days, at Karamu, in June.  Of the six teams chosen as finalists, four of 

them were from Karamu: Aura, who made scented heat packs, Pastry Boys with their apple pies, Scroffee who had 

developed a face scrub that used coffee grounds and O’Fudge who made a selection of sweets. 

Those teams went on to make another presentation at The Business Hub in Ahuriri, where three of the Karamu 

teams gained money from the Dragons.  

The Karamu teams held a market day at school in July to launch their products. Teams from all schools set up their 

stalls at The Farmers’ Market at the Hastings Showgrounds in mid-August, to complete their sales campaigns. 

Mr Belz was delighted with the variety of products the groups marketed and the success of their enterprises. 

Shaquelle Leitch and Shannon Walford 

Emma Moat, Summer Wynyard, Jeriel Sajan,  
Tori Cowan-Smith, Ellen Wykes 

Harrison Walmsley-Bartlett, Larissa Hoogendoorn,  
Nadia Rasell, Georgia Biss 

Arihi Tonihi and Aquila Whaanga 
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Deputy Principal - Student Management 

Deputy Principal - Curriculum & Assessment 

K A R A M U  H I G H  S C H O O L  

“The beautiful thing about 

learning is that no-one can take 

it away from you.” 

 

B. B. King 
Blues musician 

“Literacy is a bridge from misery 

to hope.” 

 

Kofi Annan 
Former United Nations Secretary 

General 

“A book is the most effective 

weapon against intolerance and 

ignorance.” 

 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
36th US President 

Winter sport has come to an end for all codes and we would like to thank all those staff members and parents who 

coached or managed a school team. Your help is so important in being able to field so many teams in the various 

codes. It has been very pleasing to see so many students involved in winter sports teams. Please return school 

playing uniforms to the school office. Thursday afternoon Sports Period has  finished for the term. 

 

A big thank you to parents for your support in helping to ensure that all students are at school by 8.30 a.m., ready 

to begin learning. If your son or daughter is away from school for any reason, please contact the school office. It is a 

great help to the staff if you contact the absence line on 870 6143. 

 

It has been a very busy time with Year 8 enrolments. Enrolments for 2016 have now closed. I have enjoyed meeting 

many of the Year 8s when we have visited their Intermediate schools. We look forward to another great intake for 

2016. 

Wayne Wooster 

Acting Principal 

Benchmark examinations give a very good indication of areas where students are succeeding and areas for 

concern. It is important that students now make an on-going commitment to study towards their NCEA External 

examinations, which start on 6 November. Portfolios for Visual Arts and Technology subjects must be completed 

prior to this date. On Tuesday 15 September, Level One Mathematics students will have their external Algebra 

examination. Leading up to this, there will be practice in class and tutorials which students need to attend. At the 

beginning of the term Stuart Wright from UCANDO ran sessions on Study Skills. These two-hour sessions went 

over skills that students can use in revision at home.   

Students should now be setting goals for the rest of the year. We encourage students to set high goals. Many 

students should be aiming for Merit Course Endorsements in one, or more, subjects which require 14 credits at 

Merit including 3 from externals or 14 Excellence credits for an Excellence Course Endorsement. In addition, a 

number of students should be gaining NCEA with a Merit or Excellence Endorsement. Students require 50 Merit or 

better credits to gain a Merit Endorsement or 50 Excellence credits to gain an Excellence Endorsement. Credits do 

not need to come from an external for Level Endorsements. Tertiary institutions and employers look for these 

qualifications, so they are worth pursuing.  

Students are currently choosing subjects for next year. Students need to look carefully at the entry requirements 

for each subject they want to do next year. Note that many subjects require success in at least one external 

standard to gain entry to the subject. Students have time to set goals and put in a study programme to achieve 

this.  

June Clark 

Acting Principal 

Deputy Principal - Junior School 

It has been a busy term to date, with senior benchmark examinations.  The students must be commended for their 

overall effort and commitment to these examinations. All students should now understand what is required for 

them to be successful in the NZQA examinations starting in November. 

Mrs June Clark is currently working closely with University Scholarship candidates, and in academic mentoring of 

students at all levels, to ensure that they are meeting the necessary deadlines. 

It is a timely reminder with end of year examinations looming for students of all levels, of the importance in 
maintaining regular study and revision work habits.   Staff have been promoting the concept of active revision and 
students are becoming familiar with the expectations around homework. We would encourage you to support your 
sons/daughters by ensuring they set aside the time necessary to complete this work. 

I would like to wish the following teams all the best in their upcoming tournaments: 1st Xl Girls’ Football (Hamilton), 

1st Xl Girls’ Hockey (Levin) and 1st XV Boys’ Rugby (Taradale) during Winter Tournament week.  I am sure these 

teams will represent their school, and the region, with pride. 

Michael Leitch 
Acting Principal 

 



Rogaine Championships 

 

During the last holidays, the Duke of Edinburgh Silver group completed their practice 

‘Adventurous Journey’. They  need to complete the qualifiying trip and then they are able to 

apply for their Silver Award. 

The practice trip was three days at Camp Kaitawa, Lake Waikaremoana. Each person had to 

complete learning of skills for first aid in the bush, basic map reading, compass use, orientating 

a map, trip planning, leadership skills, basic survival, environmental care and, most 

importantly, basic kayaking skills. As the qualifying trip is a three-day kayaking tour of Queen 

Charlotte Sound in October, some practice in kayaking was needed. A (cold) day was spent on 

Lake Werowero, practicing and playing games. Mr Jeff Lynex and Mr Ken Laurie, both 

experienced kayakers, led the day. 

Another challenge was a steep, two-hour walk up Ngamotu. The group stopped to view the 

oldest rata tree in New Zealand, which is believed to be 800+ years old. The great views of the 

lake from the top were worth the scrambling required to get there. 

The trip also included a night walk to Onepoto caves, which was a challenge of safety and team 

work. For some,  it was also a challenge which involved facing their fears. This activity 

cemented the teamwork skills within the group. 

They are now ready to face the kayaking trip around Queen Charlotte Sound for silver success. 

Duke of Edinburgh Awards 

Drama-Fest 

K A R A M U  H I G H  S C H O O L  

Leave a message on the  absence line, 870 6143, if your son or daughter is away from school. 

Year 13 students Stanley Chilton and Tahlia Hopkins represented Karamu in 

the New Zealand Secondary Schools Rogaine Championships held in 

Waitarere Forest, Manawatu on 8 August.  A rogaine is a long distance 

team orienteering event, where both route planning and navigation are 

important. Teams must choose which checkpoints to visit within a set time 

period, with the intent of maximizing their scores. Stanley and Tahlia had 

30 minutes to plan their course then four hours to visit as many controls as 

possible.  

The day was cool and overcast and by the time they finished at 6.30pm, it 

was not only dark but also raining. They covered 27km in that time and 

collected 640 points. This score was enough to take out 2nd place in the 

Mixed Grade. They both really enjoyed the experience, despite some sore 

muscles the next day. Congratulations on a fantastic effort. 
Tahlia Hopkins and Stanley Chilton 

The Duke of Edinburgh Silver Group at the 

oldest rata tree in New Zealand 

Karamu High School recently competed in the annual Theatre-Fest competition, open to actors of all ages.  

Two pieces were entered, the first being a pantomime called A Murder at Peach House and was inspired by the game, Cluedo. It gained 

an Award of Merit as the most entertaining piece. Students involved were Isaac Cox (Year 13), Jasmin Rorrison (Year 13), Te Moana 

Bartlett (Year 13), Mikaelah-Grace Radtke (Year 13), Emma Bone (Year 12), Ailsa Laurie (Year 12), Mikel O'Connell (Year 12), Hannah 

Hemi-Robinson (Year 11), Tate Gorton (Year 11), Liam Davies (Year 11) and Margaret O’Brien (Year 11). 

The second piece was a devised drama, Maidens of War, which was based on the hardships faced by the wife of a conscientious objector 

during World War I. Jasmin Rorrison (Year 13), Ailsa Laurie (Year 12) and Kendall Lucas (Year 12) won an Award of Merit for being “the 

most excellent devised piece”, the trophy for Best New Directors and the award for Best Youth Production. They then competed in the 

Lower North Island Regional Theatre-Fest in Pahiatua on 22 August. 



Netball Success 
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Clay Target Shooting 

Karamu students presented a variety of items in a 

performance at St Matthew’s Church in Hastings 

for the Hastings Music Society on 9 August. The 

performances were from all aspects of the school’s 

Performing Arts programme and included singing, 

a piano piece, a piece of devised drama and a 

performance from the school’s stage band. The 

audience was very appreciative and the students 

received many positive comments afterwards. 

Forty Performing Arts students will be involved in 

the school’s Performing Arts Tour to Wellington, which will take from 17 - 20 September. While in Wellington, they will attend a number 

of workshops at tertiary institutions such as Whitireia Performing Arts Centre, Toi Whakaari and the New Zealand School of Music. They 

will also be attending a number of performances including the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra at the Michael Fowler Centre. As well, 

the students will perform at Mt Cook School and attend workshops at WETA workshop.  

For more information about Karamu, visit www.karamu.school.nz or visit our FaceBook page. 

The Karamu Clay Target Team of Cody Gill (Year 11), Mitchell Davis (Year 11), Corbyn Jacobs (Year 10), 

Daniel Stuart (Year 9), Oliver Wiggins–Crowe (Year 9) and Jack Barry (Year 9) was 4th overall in Round 4 of 

the Central and Lower North Island Secondary Schools’ Clay Target competition held at the Hawkes Bay 

grounds on 23 August. 

 

Cody Gill won the Point Score event after a shoot-off. He had just come back from an injury and was one 

point behind the eventual winner of the day for High Over All. Mitchell Davis was 3rd in the Single Rise after 

a shoot-off. Oliver Wiggins-Crowe scored a personal best with 50/60 in the point score. 

 

The team continues to build up to the Nationals, which will be held in Waikato at the end of term 3, with 

another shoot at Hawkes Bay on 6 September and then to Woodville on the 20 September. 

 

The Senior A Netball Team, Karamu Aoraki, has had an outstanding season 

for 2015. The team of nine worked through grading to get into the top 

Hawkes Bay competition once again. From here, the team continued to 

succeed.  

Working hard to get into the semi-finals, Karamu had to play the  eventual 

overall winners of the competition, Napier Girls’ High. Unfortunately, the 

team lost, and was pushed into the third and fourth final. This game was 

played against Taradale High School. The game was extremely close the 

whole way, but in the end Karamu Aoraki lost by three goals.  

This does not diminish the accomplishments of the team. Being named as 

the fourth best team in a competitive region is a great achievement.  The 

experiences of this season will be valuable to the young players in the 

team. 

The team would like to thank Miss Primmer, who has been a supportive 

manager, and Mrs Crawford for her coaching. 

L-R: Yahaira Williams (Captain), Summer Crawford,  
Talon Robinson, Summer Wynyard, Keelia Johnston, Amber Ray,  
Phoebe Hinton, Tia Lewis, Grace Nolan. 

Performing Arts 

Cody Gill 

The Stage Band at St Matthew’s 


