
 

Dates to Remember 

 

May 27-28 

The Big Sing 

 

May 29  

Teacher Only Day 

 

June 1 

Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

 

June 5 

Stage Challenge 

 

June 12-13 

Chamber Music 

 

June 17  

Winter Sports Photos 

 

June 18  

Senior Report Evening 
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European Travellers Return Home 
Uniform Shop Hours 

Wednesdays 

 1.15 –1.45 p.m. 

and 3.00 to 4.00 p.m. 

On 8 April, twelve students 

accompanied by their teachers, 

Kevin Beaumont and Jan Torrey, left 

for a seventeen day trip to Europe. 

The purpose of the trip was to visit 

science facilities that are conducting 

ground-breaking research in the 21st 

century. The group visited a variety 

of facilities including the Large 

Hadron Collider in Geneva. It is at 

the CERN facility that the Higgs 

Boson was found. Other sites that 

visited were the Centre of Plasma 

Propulsion in Lausanne, the World 

Meteorological Organisation and the 

BMW factory. The trip included the 

Marie Curie museum in Paris and 

Einstein’s house in Bern as well as 

Andechs monastery and Dachau 

concentration camp. The students 

were all very excited about the 

opportunity to see real science in 

action. 

On 2 April, twenty-four students 

along with three other adults and 

Mrs Taylor, Mr Blake and Mrs 

McDonald left for a twenty-three 

day tour of Europe. While in 

London, they visited a number of 

historic sites, including the Globe 

Theatre and the National Portrait 

Gallery as well as attending a 

production of Wicked. They also 

went to Paris, Venice and Rome, taking in such places as the Eiffel Tower, the Louvre, the Bridge of Sighs 

and the Coliseum.  During a five-day coach tour of Austria and Germany they visited many places related 

to their studies including the Nazi rally grounds at Nuremburg and Dachau concentration camp. 

Both groups were in Paris at the same time and met up with each other for lunch. Both trips were 

invaluable opportunities for the students who went, both in terms of their subject areas and in 

developing life skills. 

Mr Beaumont, Ms Torrey and students at CERN in Switzerland. 

Mrs Taylor, Mrs McDonald, Mr Blake, parents and students at the Globe Theatre, 
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Deputy Principal - Student Management 

Deputy Principal - Curriculum & Assessment 

F r o m  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  
This week I had the pleasure of 

attending one of Victoria 

University’s Capping 

Ceremonies.  The occasion was 

the graduation of my 

daughter.  While I beamed with 

pride as a parent, it was made all 

the more special by witnessing a 

number of ex-Karamu High 

School students also receiving 

their degrees.  At one stage two 

Karamu students followed each 

other on stage.  Victoria 

University has a number of 

capping ceremonies as do other 

universities and tertiary 

institutions all around New 

Zealand.  Many ex-Karamu 

students will feature at these 

events as well.  The guest 

speaker highlighted at one point 

the students who were the first 

ever in their entire family to 

receive a degree and 

commented what a game 

changer in their respective 

families, this is. 

I certainly reflected on this 

comment as it can be applied in 

a few other contexts related to 

our school.  We, as a school, are 

very determined that our 

students should leave school 

with at least NCEA Level Two.   

Another goal after this is to 

progress to Year 13 and 

complete five years of secondary 

education with Level Three.   The 

research tells us that while 

achieving these milestones does 

not guarantee success, it 

certainly improves the odds. 

I would just like to finish with 

warm congratulations to all past 

Karamu students and their 

whanau who are graduating at 

ceremonies all around New 

Zealand this week. 

Regards 

Martin O’Grady 

Principal 

 

K A R A M U  H I G H  

“The  guys who are really 

controlling their emotions… 

are going to win.” 

Tiger Woods 

US Golf Professional 

“Circumstances are 

beyond human control but 

our conduct is in our own 

power.” 

Benjamin Disraeli 

 Former British Prime  

Minister 

“We are what we 

repeatedly do. Excellence 

then is not an act but a 

habit.” 

Aristotle 

Greek Philosopher 

Our Year 11, 12 and 13 students are now well into their academic year and are starting to see their NCEA credits 
accumulating. Students should be tracking their credits. There are a number of ways this can happen including 
using their personalised password to the Parent Portal through the Karamu High School website. This shows 
current information held on our Student Management System.  Alternatively, they can use their Log-in to NZQA, 
which updates monthly. 
 
Students are now being given assessments in most of their subjects. Each assessment is accompanied by a 
Milestone prior to the assessment being handed in or an assessment given. The students have received 
Assessment Calendars that show the assessments and Milestones that are due each week. These have been  
e-mailed to parents and placed on our website. Without meeting these deadlines, students will not gain credits. 
 
Homework needs to be a regular part of learning if students are to gain NCEA credits and, in particular, Merit 
and Excellence. Homework includes work set by the teacher and work for Milestones and Assessments. Often 
this will be research, which is time consuming. This means students need to start this work when they are first 
given the assessment and not wait to the last minute to begin. Students who are struggling should ask their 
teachers for help in the early stages of the assessment. In addition students need to process their notes into a 
format they can learn from. Students who do not do this find it difficult to understand classwork. For some 
subjects homework is reading.  NCEA students should not be saying they have no homework. Our Homework 
Centre is open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday after school where students can get help. 

June Clark 
Deputy Principal 

It has been a busy start to Term 2. This term we are focussed on getting everyone to school on time and 
accounting for all absences during the school day. To this end, we need parental support. Please phone in on 
the absence line  (870 6143), if your son or daughter is going to be away. 

The school will notify the parents of all students who are absent without reason by text alert between 10 and 11 
each day. If you receive a text from school about an absence it would help us if you could reply to it. This is a 
free service to you and it will help us to track both absent students and those who are late to school. 

It is important that students are at school by 8.30 each morning so that they are ready to start the first lesson 
on time. Students have two chances to be late to school each term. On the third, they will receive a letter to 
take home and parents will be contacted by me. They will be expected to be at school the next morning by  
8 a.m. to sign the early book at the school office. If they fail to do this, they will be asked to attend school for the 
first day of the next school holidays. 

Wayne Wooster 
Deputy Principal 



Ki o Rahi Nationals 

 

The Ki o Rahi team went to Nationals in Gisborne 

during the school holidays. The team played with great 

heart and passion. They narrowly lost to the three top 

teams of the tournament. The team won the Namu 

section of the tournament, came ninth overall and 

returned with the Rahi Trophy. The team had put a lot 

of work into preparing for the tournament and played 

hard. The team was captained by Yvaan Hapuku-

Lambert and Awhina Wainohu.  

Talon Robinson, Year 12, was selected for the New 

Zealand Maori Secondary Schools’ Ki o Rahi team. 

 
Back row:       Talon Robinson 
Third row:      Saelem Watson, Hera Kahukura, Tyson Timu, Makayla Whatarau, Luke Kupa  
Second row:  Joshua Matthews, Sam Walton-Sexton, Liam Karekare, Jacob Kershaw-Horua, Hagar Keepa 
Front row:     Cortez Te Pou, Aaliyah Wainohu, Awhina Wainohu, Yvaan Hapuku-Lambert, Tamia Edwards 

Mr Ross, Mr Blake and Miss Bolton took the Canoe Polo teams to the Canoe 

Polo Nationals, held in Feilding, at the end of last term. 

 

The Canoe Polo teams brought back four medals from the tournament. The 

Junior Girls, Junior Boys and Senior Girls came home with bronze medals and 

the Senior Boys came home with silver. This is a testament to the hard trainings 

and early mornings that the students put in. Wilson Pearse and Phoebe Hinton 

were named in the New Zealand Secondary Schools’ Team. 

 

Miss Bolton said that the students not only played with pride and courage, off  
            the water they conducted themselves with dignity and maturity.  

Fifteen Year 10 students, along with Miss Roberts and Mr Field,  recently spent the day 

attending a ‘hands-on’ conservation experience on the Boundary Stream Mainland 

Conservation Island at Tutira. The day was run by Barbara Curtis from the Department 

of Conservation. 

The students learned a great deal about the conservation of New Zealand’s special 

flora and fauna. Highlights for the students included getting to touch a Kiwi (which felt 

like teased hair full of hairspray) and observing the Kiwi health checks at the Kiwi 

crèche. Also memorable was observing wild Kaka feeding and using walkie-talkies on 

the Tumanako Track. 

The students were selected for the trip after demonstrating outstanding practical 

ecology skills, and enthusiasm, during the Year 9 Ecology unit. 

Kiwi Rangers Trip 

Canoe Polo Nationals 

K A R A M U  H I G H  S C H O O L  

Charley Ropitini, Year 10. 

The Ki o Rahi team in Gisborne after the prizegiving 

Leave a message on the  absence line, 870 6143, if your son or daughter is away from school. 



Anzac Commemoration 
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K A R A M U  H I G H  S C H O O L  

 

Congratulations Coco and Isla 

 

Two senior students have recently been selected for large student symposia. 

 

Year 13 student Coco Kerckhoffs has been selected to attend an Asia wide Science Camp to be held 

at Chulalongkom University in Bangkok, Thailand from 2 - 8 August. During this time, she will hear 

lectures from Nobel Laureates and other world-leading scientists. There will also be workshops and 

experiments using the University’s world-class facilities. She is one of five students nationally to be 

selected. 

 

 
Year 12 student Isla Christensen was selected to attend the Sir Peter  Blake Enviroleaders Forum, 

which was held in Rotorua during the school holidays. She was one of 52 senior students from across 

the country to attend.  

The forum was focusing on freshwater management, planning and eco-tourism. Students 

participated in  workshops, leadership exercises and field trips as well as listening to a variety of 

speakers. The speakers included ministry representatives, local and central government politicians, 

environmental experts, Sir Peter Blake Trust alumni, and business and community leaders. 

Mr O’Grady, Mrs Clark, Mr Wooster and senior leaders at the Anzac Day service in Hastings. 

For more information about Karamu, visit www.karamu.school.nz or visit our FaceBook page. 

The student leaders and senior management represented Karamu at the Anzac Service in Hastings on Anzac Day. 
 

The school as a whole commemorated Anzac Day with a special assembly the day before. Romaine Crawford spoke to the 

school about the contributions of a member of her family through service in the Maori Battalion during World War II.  
 

Mrs van Rijk gave a very moving talk about her grandfather who had been part of the Anzac assault on Chunuk Bair during 

the Gallipoli campaign. Both speakers showed how war has affected both families and New Zealand society. 

Coco Kerckhoffs 

Isla Christensen 


