
 

Dates to Remember 

 

4 March 

Year 9 Parents Meet the 

Teachers Evening 

 

13 March 

Athletics Sports 

 

30 and 31 March 

Pantomime performances 

 

2 April 

History Trip to Europe 

departs 

 

Last day of Term 1 

 

20 April 

First day of Term 2 
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N e w s l e t t e r  

Proudly Karamu l Proudly Hastings l Proudly Learning 

Cnr Grove & Windsor Avenue, 

PO Box 346, 

Hastings 4156, 

Hawke’s Bay, 

New Zealand 
 

Telephone:  +64 6 878 7139 

Facsimile:  +64 6 878 7937 

Email: admin@karamu.school.nz 

  www.karamu.school.nz 

Powhiri Welcomes All 

The first Thursday of the term was not only the first day of lessons for the whole school, it was 

the day of the powhiri to welcome all new students and staff into the Karamu whanau. The 

powhiri was held on the turf circle, under the shelter of our sculpture, Te Tira o te Karamu. 

Senior students took a leading role in the ceremony with Hera Kahukura (Year 13) doing the 

karanga and Liam Karekare (Year 13) leading the whole school for the haka. Larissa Huata-Lucas 

(Year 13) led the new staff and students in. Kaumatua Bill Whaitiri and Mr O’Grady spoke to the 

assembled students and Matua Leon spoke for the newcomers. Mr O’Grady spoke of the 

school’s promise to care for them during their time here. He also challenged them to build on 

the positives already in the school and to be at least as good as, if not better than, the current 

students as they move through their years at Karamu. 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Wednesdays 

 1.15 –1.45 p.m. 

and 3.00 to 4.00 p.m. 
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K A R A M U  H I G H  

“Only those who will risk 

going too far can possibly 

find out how far one can 

go.” 

T.S. Elliot 

English Poet 

 

On behalf of the school community, I 
extend a warm welcome to you all.  A 
special welcome to new staff, students and 
families to Karamu High School. 

The start of the year brought with it 
fantastic news for our students in regards 
to NCEA results.  A lot of hard work has 
been put into student learning over the 
past few years by staff and students and 
the results are a just reward for their 
efforts.  In doing this, our staff have clearly 
demonstrated their desire to have as many 
of our students as possible experience 
success.  As you can see from the graphs  
published here, our students have gained 
“best ever” results  at all three levels of 
NCEA .  Additional to this are the greatest 
numbers of level endorsements and 100 
Club badges ever achieved.  In six years, our 
students have more than doubled the 
number of Merit and Excellence 
endorsements, which is simply outstanding.  
To gain a 100 Club badge requires a student 
to get straight excellences in a subject. It is 
a big challenge but one that our students 
increasingly set as a goal and go for.  The 
first 100 Club badges were awarded in 2009 
and totalled six; last year our students 
earned six times that number with 36. 

Unlike many other schools in our region, we 
are also committed to providing our school 
community with “Roll Based Data” which 
counts all students on our roll and provides 
the only true and honest picture of how 
well all our students are doing.  This clearly 
demonstrates our commitment to all of our 
students in encouraging them to achieve to 
their own personal potential, whatever that 
may be.  Our staff and students are thrilled 
with these results and they have provided 
the all-important motivation to match, or 
better, them this year. 

Thank you to our parents for continuing to 
support, and reinforce, our high 
expectations around behaviour and 
uniform.  We place a major emphasis on 
developing self-discipline and the 
awareness and consideration of others, in 
and out of the classroom. Our students do a 
fine job of appreciating this and have made 
a great start to the year in this regard.   

It’s going to be a great year. Good luck. 
 

Regards 
Martin O’Grady 
Principal 



K A R A M U  H I G H  S C H O O L  

The 2015 academic year has started very positively. It is pleasing to see the way the 
students have settled into their academic programmes. Good habits of focus in classes 
and a  high level of attendance are the key factors in success. It is important that these 
habits are established from the beginning. All students should have regular homework 
whether it be work set by the teacher, assessments, or summarising their classwork 
into a form they can understand.  

Within the next couple of weeks our Homework Centre will open on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday after school in the Careers Centre. This will be supervised by 
teachers and senior students. This is a great place for students to go after school to get 
their homework done if they do not have a quiet place to study or require the use of 
computers and other resources.  

It was a pleasure for our Deans to meet with our Year 12 and 13 students to analyse 
their NCEA results, set goals for the year and confirm their subjects. I would like to 
thank parents for making time available for this important process. 

Regards 
June Clark 

The school academic year is well underway for our juniors. These are crucial 
foundation years as they develop their subject knowledge and routines to be 
successful at NCEA level. By developing good habits now through regular revision and 
study, our students can keep all of the doors open when looking at what subjects, and 
even possible careers, they can have access to in the future. 

 Along with the academic however,  balance is always important in our lives. I would 
like to encourage all students to look at how they can get involved outside of the 
classroom in either a sports team or cultural activity. There is a vast range of activities 
at all levels, so I challenge you to get out of your comfort zone and get involved. 

Regards 
Michael Leitch 

The students have all started the school year with pride and enthusiasm. They are all 
wearing our uniform well and their general deportment is excellent. Please name all 
school jackets and jerseys so they can be returned to their owners if left behind in 
classrooms. 

The senior students have already made an impression on the junior school. Their 
example at swimming sports resulted in outstanding participation and helped make it 
a great day. 

Some house-keeping matters for parents: 

 If your child is going to be absent, please leave a message on our absence line. 

 Students should be at school by 8.30 ready to start lessons at 8.35. 

 If your child is bringing a vehicle to school, they must register it with me. 

 Please do not use the front car park to pick up your child at the end of the day. 
Instead, park along Grove Road or Beatson Road. Only exit LEFT from Beatson 
Road at these busy times. 

 
Please feel free to ring me in regards to any situation concerning your child’s welfare. 

Regards 
Wayne Wooster 

Deputy Principal—Curriculum and Assessment 

Deputy Principal—Junior Curriculum  

Deputy Principal—Student Management 

“Listen to your dreams, those 

are the sounds that no one 

else can hear.” 

Kobi Yamada 

President of Compendium Inc. 

“A dream doesn't become 

reality through magic; it takes 

sweat, determination and 

hard work.” 

 

Colin Powell 

Former US General  and 

statesman. 

“Two things define you: your 

patience when you have 

nothing and your attitude 

when you have everything.” 

Anonymous 
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If you have a concern 

If your concern is about... You should first see…. If not resolved, then … And if still not resolved…. 

Your learning, e.g. classwork 

and assessment 

Your teacher Your Dean Mrs Clark, Deputy Principal 

Curriculum and Assessment 

A discipline problem, e.g. a 

detention 

The teacher who gave you 

the detention 

Your Dean  Mr Wooster,  

Deputy Principal   

Student Management 

A pastoral issue, e.g. 

bullying, attendance 

Your form teacher Your Dean Mr Wooster or  

Mrs Hart (Guidance 

If your concern is about... You should first see… If not resolved, then ... And if still not resolved ... 

A learning problem, e.g. 

classwork and assessment 

The Dean Mrs Clark 

Deputy Principal,  

Curriculum and Assessment 
 

A discipline problem, e.g. a 

detention 

The Dean Mr Wooster 

Deputy Principal, 
Mr O’Grady, 

Principal 

A pastoral issue, e.g. 

bullying, attendance 

The Dean Mr Wooster or Mrs Hart

(Guidance Counsellor) 
 

A financial issue relating to 

any account or charge 

Either Mrs Gray or  

Mrs Clarke in the Office 

Mrs Hantler 

(Principal’s PA) 
 

Year 9 

Mrs Tash Crawford 

tcrawford@karamu.school.nz 

Year 10 

Ms Jo Veen 

jveen@karamu.school.nz 

Year 10 

Mr Byron Crawford 

bcrawford@karamu.school.nz 

Year 11 

Mrs Kirsty van Rijk 

kvanrijk@karamu.school.nz 

Year 11 

Mr Dave Taylor 

dtaylor@karamu.school.nz 

Year 12 

Mrs Amy Price 

aprice@karamu.school.nz 

Year 13 

Mrs Tracy Taylor 

ttaylor@karamu.school.nz 

Year 9 

Mr Aron Noble 

anoble@karamu.school.nz 

At Karamu High School, our year level deans play an important role in the pastoral care of your sons and daughters. Our 

year level deans for 2015 are listed below for your information. Please email your son or daughter’s dean or phone  

878 7139 and leave a message, if you wish to contact them. 

If you are a student and you have a concern… 

If you are a parent and you have a concern… 
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The Big Day Out 

Each Year 9 form-class has a day of activities and team-building with their form teacher, the Year 9 Deans, senior 

students and Mr Ross. Four pairs of classes went to Pakowhai Reserve and one class went to Napier. Many of our 

seniors remember this day as one of the best experiences of their time at Karamu, as will many of this year’s 

Year 9 group.  
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This year, Karamu has  a number of new staff members—quite a change from previous years when there have 

usually been only one or two. This is due to a number of retirements at the end of last year and our increased 

roll, which meant more staff were required. 

Welcome to New Staff 2015 

New Deputy Principal, Mr Michael Leitch has spent the last fifteen years at Napier Boys’ 
High School where he taught PE, maths, science and agriculture and in latter years was 
Assistant Principal. During this time, he also spent two years at an International School in 
Korea. He enjoys all kinds of sport with golf, cricket, rugby, football, tennis and cycling 
being  favourites.  

He is married to Angela and has two sons, Lachie (7) and Cameron (3). He is  enjoying the 
friendly and enthusiastic staff and students at Karamu and the positive environment that 
has been created here. 

Mrs Julie Burn is teaching Junior Soft Materials and Food Technology. Originally from 
Scotland, she has lived in Napier for seven years  and recently married her Napier-born 
husband.  Having done some relief teaching here last year, she was only too keen to 
apply for a full-time job. Mrs Burn intends to start a knitting and felting group for 
beginners and  for experienced people to learn more.  

She has found Karamu a lovely place to be, where both staff and students are friendly, 
and has enjoyed the welcoming environment. 

Miss  Margaux Powdrell comes from Wairoa, although she completed her secondary 
schooling at Iona College in Havelock North.  She is keen to get involved with the 
equestrian team, having competed successfully at  regional and national dressage events. 
She is also keen to get involved with hockey. Miss Powdrell is teaching English.  

She enjoys the welcoming whanau atmosphere at the school and has found the help and 
support from the staff amazing. 

Miss Maiken Calkoen is a former pupil of Karamu High School and returns to teach Design 
and Visual Comunication (DVC), formerly known as Graphics. After leaving Karamu and 
spending time in Costa Rica as an exchange student, she studied architecture at Victoria 
University, Wellington. After travelling and working in many places, including the USA, 
the Netherlands, Ireland and Scotland, she has taught for the last ten years at Hutt 
International Boys’ School and Wellington High School.  

She still loves to travel and her last trip, in 2014, was to Mexico and Guatemala. She is 
looking  forward to settling back into life in Hastings and to returning to painting again. 

Mr Roland Meijerink was born and raised in the Netherlands. He completed an MSc in 
Electrical Engineering and obtained a teaching degree in both Mathematics and Physics. 
After teaching both subjects for over five years at a secondary school,  he felt it was time 
for a new challenge and decided to move to New Zealand. His partner is working as a 
doctor at the Emergency Department of Hawke’s Bay Hospital. Mr Meijerink will be 
teaching Mathematics and in his spare time, loves playing soccer and basketball, 
travelling and photography. He is  very thankful for the wonderful support he has 
received from both staff and students at Karamu High School. 

Mr Leitch 

Mrs Burn 

Miss Powdrell 

Miss Calkoen 

Mr Meijerink 
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Mr Jeremy Wright was schooled in Central Hawkes Bay and completed a Bachelor of Visual 

Art before moving on to a Diploma in Teaching at Massey University. At Karamu, he will be 

teaching Year 12 Automotive, Year 11 Building Industry as well as Junior Technology clas-

ses. He is a practicing artist and a keen outdoorsman. He was keen to work at Karamu after 

hearing 100% positive feedback about the school when he inquired about the school. 

Mr Clancy Cummins has taught previously at Auckland Grammar, Koc School in Istanbul 

and Kingsway College in Auckland, where he taught English and Media.  He is teaching 

English part-time this year while working on his Masters degree.  

He loves running, music and movies and has a puppy called Marlowe.  

He sees Karamu as a warm, inclusive and fun environment where students are well 

grounded and see the value in their education. 

Joni Dawson 

 

Miss Dana Arnott worked at Karamu for part of last year on a temporary basis but is back 
this year as full-time teacher aide with some time in the library.   

She enjoys equestrian activities and is part of the Hawkes Bay dressage team. She is a 
keen netball player and enjoys playing both drums and guitar. Dana coached a school 
netball team last year and will do so again this winter.  

She is happy to be back at her old school. 

Miss Julie Bolton is from Levin and previously taught at Horowhenua College. She is 
coaching two senior canoe polo teams as well as helping with junior debating. She is 
joining the English and Languages Faculty to teach English. She too has found the school 
to be very welcoming. 

Mr Jeremy Wright was schooled in Central Hawkes Bay and completed a Bachelor of 
Visual Art before moving on to a Diploma in Teaching at Massey University. At Karamu, 
he will be teaching Year 12 Automotive, Year 11 Building Industry as well as Junior 
Technology classes.  

He is a practicing artist and a keen outdoorsman. He was keen to work at Karamu after 
hearing 100% positive feedback about the school when he inquired about the school. 

Mr Clancy Cummins has taught previously at Auckland Grammar, Koc School in Istanbul 
and Kingsway College in Auckland, where he taught English and Media.  He is teaching 
English part-time this year while working on his Masters degree.  

He loves running, music and movies and has a puppy called Marlowe.  

He sees Karamu as a warm, inclusive and fun environment where students are well 
grounded and see the value in their education. 

Miss Joni Dawson is a part-time teacher of visual art and photography. She grew up in 
Waimarama and after finishing school at Havelock North High, completed a degree in 
Interior Architecture. After working in the industry in New Zealand and the United 
Kingdom, she retrained as a teacher and taught at Waiopehu College, Levin, where she 
taught DVC, art and fabric technology. She is excited to be working in the art 
department and hopes this will give her time to continue working on a range of 
illustrations. 

Miss Anna Mooney joins the staff as a science technician and teacher aide.  

She recently completed a Bachelor of Biomedical Science at Victoria University and is 
very interested in microbiology, especially on the positive impact bacteria have on 
human health.  At home, she enjoys making fermented foods such as kombucha and 
sauerkraut. Besides cooking, she enjoys bike riding, camping and just being in nature. 

Miss Bolton 

Mr Wright 

Mr Cummins 

Miss Mooney 

Miss Arnott 

Miss Dawson 
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For more information about Karamu, visit www.karamu.school.nz or our FaceBook page. 

Swimming Sports 2015 

The Swimming Sports were held in perfect conditions at Frimley Aquatic Centre on 13 February. As usual, Mr Ross and his 
team put together a day of fun in the sun for everyone. Students came dressed in their house colours and joined in en-
thusiastically with the day’s events. A video of swimming sports  is available on Karamu’s YouTube channel, which can be 
accessed from the Karamu website, www.karamu.school.nz. 

Championship Results 

 

Kenah Abraham-Smith set new records for the Junior Girls’ 100m freestyle (1.07.22) and 50m breast-stroke (37.9s). Jadah 
Elers now holds the record for Senior Girls’ 50m backstroke (35.12s) and 50m butterfly (33.8s). Jim Missen broke his own  
record for 50m breast-stroke (36.50). 

The winning house was Te Mata, followed by Heretaunga, Tukituki and Kaweka. 

    

 Junior Girls Junior Boys Senior Girls Senior Boys 

1st Kenah Abraham-

Smith 

Matt Jones Jadah Elers Jim Missen 

2nd Melinda Pope Alex Ngui Ashleigh Mosen Isaac Cox 

3rd Sydney Crawford 
Savannah Stevenson 

 Emily Burton Niels Clayton 

http://www.facebook.com/karamuhighschool

